Nagovor veleposlanice ZDA Lynde Blanchard
na okrogli mizi o Zenskah v znanosti, tehnologiji, inZenirstvu in matematiki,
Fakulteta za elektrotehniko Univerze v Ljubljani

Dober dan in hvala, da ste se udelezili tega posebnega dogodka.

Posebno dobrodoslico bi Zelela izreci dr. Kim Binsted, ki jo z velikim
zadovoljstvom gostimo ta teden. Gre za izjemno znanstvenico in odli¢no
ambasadorko nase drzave.

Dr. Emilija Stojmenova Duh, zahvaljujem se vam za vasa vztrajna prizadevanja za
zenske v znanosti, tehnologiji, inZenirstvu in matematiki.

Verjamem, da politike in veleposlanike pogosto slisite reci, kako veseli so, da se
udelezujejo kaksnega dogodka, vendar vam zagotavljam, da je ta dogodek zame
posebnega pomena.

Preden sem postala veleposlanica, sem bila humanitarka. Preden sem bila
humanitarka, sem bila podjetnica. In preden sem bila podjetnica, sem bila
Studentka matematike in racunalnistva, Ki si je utirala pot v svet na podrocju, Kjer
prevladujejo moski.

Ko sem odrascala, je bilo za zenske Se manj obi¢ajno kot danes, da se posvecajo
matematiki ali raCunalnistvu.

Tako kot vsaka Zenska v tem prostoru se predobro poznam ta obc¢utek, da preprosto
ne sodi$ sem.

Ni lahko biti zenska na teh podro¢jih. Tezko je vztrajati. Vendar pa so dr. Binsted,
dr. Stoymenova Duh in ostale nase govorke na vso sreco vztrajale in poglejte,

koliko smo pridobili z njihovim trdim delom in trdim delom njim podobnih.

Zato vsem zenskam, Ki so danes zbrane tukaj in so prisle tako dalec, in vsem, Ki se
Se podajajo na to pot, izrekam priznanje.

Ve ste naslednja generacija zensk v znanosti, tehnologiji, inZenirstvu in
matematiki.

Ve ste naslednja generacija voditeljic.
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In ve ste naslednja generacija upanja za mlada dekleta, ki se podajajo po vaSih
stopinjah.

Sem mati sedmih otrok, od katerih je pet mladih zensk, in vedno jim govorim, da
lahko dosezejo vse, kar si zadajo.

Da lahko s predanostjo in trdim delom dosezejo velike stvari, ne glede na njihov
spol.

Zato sem Se posebej zadovoljna, da gostimo dr. Kim Binsted, ki lahko z nami deli
1zjemno bogate izkusSnje iz svoje znanstvene kariere — od poucevanja raCunalnikov,
kako naj stresajo sale, do preuc¢evanja dolgotrajnih posledic potovanja v vesolje na
¢loveka. Zame je vir navdiha in idealna vzornica mladim Zenskam, kot SO moje
hcere, ko i§Cejo svoje mesto na teh podroc;jih.

Zdruzene drzave Amerike in Slovenija delijo ljubezen do znanosti, Zeljo po
inovacijah in odli¢nosti ter predanost obogatitvi nasih drzav z znanjem. Veseli
smo, da smo podprli dr. Stojmenovo Duh na nasem programu IVLP, ki ji je
pomagal usmeriti njeno strast do ucenja in deljenja znanja.

Veseli smo tudi, da lahko z vami delimo dr. Binsted pri njeni izmenjavi izkuSenj s
Stevilnimi nasimi prijatelji v Sloveniji.

V Cast nam je, da smo del tega dogodka, in vsem govorkam se zahvaljujem za
njihov prispevek.

Besedo predajam omizju.

REMARKS

Ambassador Lynda Blanchard Remarks at
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Women in STEM Roundtable
University of Ljubljana Faculty of Electrical Engineering

Good afternoon and thank you so much for joining me for this very special event.

I’d like to extend a special warm welcome to Dr. Binsted, who we’re very excited
to host this week. She is such an incredibly accomplished scientist, and a fantastic
ambassador for our country.

Minister Klampfer (CLOMP-FER), my sincere thanks for lending your support to
this event. And Dr. Stojmenova Duh (stoy-MEN-oh-vah dooh), | thank you for
your relentless advocacy on behalf of women in science, technology, engineering,
and mathematics.

I’m sure many politicians and ambassadors probably say they’re glad to be at
events, but | promise you all that this event is especially significant for me.

Before | was an ambassador, | was a humanitarian. Before | was a humanitarian, |
was a businesswoman. And before | was a businesswoman, | was a math and
computer science student, struggling to make my way in the world in a field
dominated by men.

When | was coming up, it was even less common for a woman to dedicate
themselves to math or computer studies than it is today.

Like every woman in this room, | understand all too well that gut feeling that you
just don’t belong.

It’s not easy to be a woman in these fields. It is hard to persevere. But thank
goodness Dr. Binsted, Dr. Stojmenova Duh, and the rest of our panellists did,
because look at how much we’ve benefited from their hard work, and that of others
like them.

So to all of the women here today who have come so far, and to all of those hoping
to make the journey, | commend you.

You are the next generation of women in STEM.
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You are the next generation of leaders.

And you are the next generation of hope for the young girls who follow in your
footsteps.

I am the mother of seven children, including five young women. And I’ve always
told them that they can do anything they put their minds to.

That they can achieve greatness through dedication and hard work, no matter their
gender.

This is why | am so incredibly pleased to host Dr. Binsted, who can share such an
amazing breadth of experience in her scientific career—from teaching computers
how to make jokes, to studying the long-term effects of space travel on humans,
she’s an inspiration to me, and an ideal role model for young women like my
daughters, who might be searching for a place in these fields.

The United States and Slovenia share a love of science, a desire to innovate and
excel, and a dedication to making our countries stronger through knowledge. We
are so pleased to have supported Dr. Stojmenova Duh on our IVVLP program that
helped her channel her passion for learning and leading.

And we’re happy to be able to share Dr. Binsted as she shares her experience with
so many of our friends in Slovenia.

We are privileged to be part of this event and to all of our panellists, thank you for
your leadership.

And now, I’m happy to turn the floor over to this afternoon’s impressive panel.
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